St. 12, Frederick, Md. 21701 

8/15/77 


Senator Charles Mathias 
U.S.Senate 
Washington, B.C. 

Dear Mac, 


After very long effort I’ve finally obtained an instalment of the FBI’s records on me 
If you read my last letter you say recall I asked you if you had taken at face value what 
you and others on the '■'hunch committee had been spoon fed about those of us called "critics" 
of the Warren Somalasion. I have now read part of what you were given. 


i. am distressed that you would even appear to accept such vile stuff without even 
asking as about it. If it were net so Orwellian, so totally authoritarian and the practise 
of our own government I’d call it garbage. I knew the FBI would do this kind of and 

if I did not ask you for copies of what related to me, so that there could be a response 
in tiie committee s files, l know I asked Schweiker and Hart, neither of whom responded. 

What I’ve gone through thus far is obviously incomplete for the period supposedly 
covered. Whether it is included, out of order, in what I am told is yet to be sent I have 
no way of knowing. I have passed the tl/a/66 memo to Marvin Watson for LBJ that your 
committee Pointed without names and the attachaed memo an me. If you have retained a copy, 
<,he bottom half of the first page and the first paragraph of the second ars obliterated 
on vhe copy privided to me. % reason has been given me. Bo elaim to exemption is specified 
here or elsewhere. Ibis has become the standard FBI device to frustrate successful aopeal. 
T. 1 f e l a clal “ t V a11 exemptions involved it will be a major Job Just to go through 
ami or this again. In itself that impede my other work. They intend to stop it, as another 
memo you may not have says: •‘The danger seems considerable if he is not stopped now." 

rnis was in connection with a scheme they had for having an agent sue me. I’ve 
recently deposed that authoritarian in an FOIA suit. When he made a reference to these 
records of which I then had no knowledge after the deposition was over, not to interfere 
with at, I told the AUSA and representative of the FBI Office of Legal Counsel that if 
he would sue I’d waive the statute of limitations. I later wrote this man the same thin-, 
darong ^ to sob and put his reputation and his work on the line. H© has not responded I 
l did not lib el Mm. % work about him is accurate and faithful. 


•s or all their power and their w il ling ness to use it, witness scheming to break me with 
a spurious suit in the name of an agent, these people are like night-sneaks. They can do 
this kind of dirty work only in secrecy. I'll come to their actual fear of daylight in respond- 
ing to tne specifics not hidden in the 1t/8/66 attachment. ^ 


:he opening paragraph is factually inaccurate, ^his, too, is typical of the FEE I’ve 
come to know. The purpose of the inaccuracy is put-down. I’m only a chicken farmer. By then 
i had not been for years and their files also show this, * 


next they have ay ^Senate employment, again with the wrong dates, and. ay firing. Shis 
. attributed to "permitting certain information to leak to the press. Senator LaFolletfce 
stated that baisberg had been dismissed for a breach of trust involving the release of 
confiden tial ^i nformation to a newspaper and the Senator was quite certain the newspaper 
mvo-ivsc 3^2 was the ' Dalit Worker,* a former east coast communist newspaper." 

^ 2xcept that I was fired, which is not literally true, every word of this is false, 
i was not on the Senate payroll. I elected not to go back to the Job from which I was 
ill? 1 , * 1 was the administrative assistant to the Administrator of the Farm Security 
Administration. I was then the committee’s editor, custodian of the public record and 
nothing else* The committee held no secret hearings and I possessed no secrets to leak. 

There also was no leak. The material was printed. *ou can get if from the Library 
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It has been many months sincg I wrote State about correcting the files it did let 
me have, far from all, under the Privacy Act. I still await a response and the rest of 
the files. 

Next there is the real gem, "It is alleged that Weisberg held an annual celebration 
of the Russian evolution. ...a picnic at his residence and was attended by 25 to 30 un- 
known people..." 

She only times that many people were at the farm, not the borne, was on the annual 
puting of the Jewish Welfare Beard for toshingion-area service personnel and their fami- 
lies. And it was not at the -time of the Russian revolution, which was in November, but 
in September, after the high holy days. It was arranged by a rabbi we knew. Iqu should 
remember the delight of kids in seeing eggs hatch, baby chicks, ducks and geese and 
other farm creatures. That is what it was. They had a picnic at our farm, no more. 

In the FBI’s own records rather than those they passed along the "alleged" is missing. 

The actuality is that in those days , at the request of U8IA* I had challenged the 
USSR to peaceful competition in poultry. Later State asked me to go there and show them 
how to raise better chickens. Iqu may not recall it but I won first prise for the whole 
United States in the only dressed poultry competition ever held. Tcu should remember my 
promotional work for the poultry industry. 

I do not know what was masked in the copies provided ae. I have FBI records that are 
1&S3 that full and aiuch less than truthful about 3ome, like their ganging up with the Hies 
committee in an attempt tc frame me. To survive that monstrous business 1 had to take 
a grand Jury away from the AH3A and then persuade it to indict the Dies agent. I think 
that has not happened since and I know of no earlier case. After he got pas the crap 
the FBI had fed hi?, as by my persistence alone he did that ATBA, then third man in the 
Office of the U.S^Attomey in Washington and later chief war crimes prosecutor in Tokyo, 
had so much respect and so much concern for me that he gave me a transcript of the grand 
jury testimony, fe told me the tins might come when i might need it for ay defense, .gives, 
what he had seen. If he were not dead I would not be telling you this. While the trans- 
cript is not in my office I can locate it if you have any doubts. Tou know he risked his 
entire career ±a an effort to tione for what he had almost dene to a kid, which is what 
I then wa3 0 The FBI had had two agents confine me, illegally, to pressure ms into sign- 
ing a false confession. I merely sat and refused. When they blinked they lot me call ay 
lawyer, partner in the law firm Drew Pearson arranged for Jackson' s defense and mine* 
Jackson’s friends-, like ^ean Acheson and others of that firm, who I met through Jackson, 
ran like hell when he asked them to be counsel. The anion did not dare provide counsel 
because the whole frameup had as its added purpose getting the union movement. 

The FBI has not given me the copy of the false confession it tried to pressure me 
and intimidate ms into signing. However, it slipped up and gave me a record showing they 
had actually distributed it to FBI offices, I have a record referring to it. And so Dies 
had to cop & pies for his wretched minion. 

The same man was also in ©a a real plot to throw Roosevelt cut. I made the mistake of 
trusting the FIS with those record, believing they’d be returned. It was a shuddering 
thing. It involved the highest military personage. Now that I’m getting ay records to- 
gether for an archive for 3ome years I’ve bean trying to recapture these records for 
deposit, for students today gnd for the future. The Department of Justice has provided 
contemporaneous proof that the FBI lied to me over the disposition of them. The FBI claims 
to have destroyed them, meaning a copy they made. The Criminal Division returned tiien to 
the FBI after the alleged date of destruction. I await the nest lie. 

In the FBI records there is an allegation that I was a co-worker, put in a warmer way, 
with one suspected of involvement in the "Gregory" case. If my recollection is correct that 
was the case of a liberal ^ew *eal economist, s regory Silvamaster. The masked reference 
seems tc be that my boss when. I worked for the government had been at a party with him. I 
knew ay boss because the government put ae to work under him. I do not know what his 



politics were. I know he was a liberal. I know he praised me for a large research job I 
had done, to identify the prominent Communist labor leaders in one of the four Latin 
American areas into which the Division was divided. (So did the man with whoa I was fired 
for whom I did it and another with whom 1 was fired who wanted me to do it for his area. 
Obviously this kind of information was essential for our diplomats.) The alleged n §reg- 
ory" man was driven out of the country as he was hounded from job to job. Last 2 heard of 
him he was in Canada, teaching past the age of retirement to make it. % had just published 
the first of a two-volume anti-Castro study. 

X can only wonder what else was fabricated, what was obliterated from the poison sent 
to the If *hits -House, what exists in the records still withheld. 1 have never been a C ommuni s jt. 
That I was a Sew ^ealer appears like an epithet in the spooks* former secrets - when I 
was part of the Hew ^eal government. That I am not even a party-lining Democrat you should 
know very well. 2 doubt I have known a dozen Communists in my 64 years. I have known many 
more who could be called fascists. 

Two aspects of this trouble me much. One is that you appear to have let yourself be 
influenced unilaterally well as you know me and my beliefs. That --you would credit such 
stuff without even asking me and not respond when I raised the question with you. The 
other is that this reflects to me the capability of the PEE and others like it to inti- 
midate the ^ongress while the Congress is actually investigating it and them. They show 
you what they can do to you and the Congress trembles. And it is a fact, these kinds of 
authoritarians have the means and the disposition to hurt those who oppose authoritarian- 
ism, which they represent. A political figure who has to run for re-election has something 
to think about. 

In the records 2 have received there ia a these of reporting, critical of my faith 
in the Congress to clean up the mess the executive agencies and the Commission made in 
the JFK assassination. I do not have that faith today. As you may have sees I've been 
exposing the dishonesties of the House committee, which is updated McCarthy! am to me in 
unjustified criticisms of the agencies. X guess the middle is a lonely place and that 
Wordsworth was correct about being in the forefront in an era of change, % first book, 
you may recall, asked for Congress to investigate, ^ou spoke to Nanny Cellar about it 
in t965« The FBI does not like that. These records show it. 

In the records I have gone over X do not think there is a single pages that is 
truthful and fair. Some of the contrivances, especially about the perfection of the 
Director when he. made terrible mistakes, are sickening. They differ in degree only from 
what 2 have seen in captured files of enemy authoritarianism. What I am saying is that 
there is involved much more than the hurt to me. This represents a clear and present 
danger to the country and to a free system of society-. 

That hurt to me was the design is explicit. Prior to obtaining these records I had 
obtained otters in an FOIA suit. They spell it out. This is now in a court record in 
a case in which the FBI is 6 .defendant. They have not challenged it in any way. They 
cannot. It is their own record, their own words, the diktat of their dictator. 

Perfection is not a human state, lias. How that my health is again impaired I am more 
inclined, especially when I go over records like these, to consider my own record. My 
record for accuracy is entirely untouched. I have no reason to be ashmaed of my record for 
integrity-. I do find, thanks to the FBI's entirely improper spying, that I was much to© 
conservative at the beginning, much to generous in seeking justifications for- wrongdoing. 

When we last set I was recovering from poeinsonia and pleurisy. Shortly thereafter I 
was hospitalized for acute thrombophlebitis. % then there had been permanent damage. I fear 
it has increased since. There now is an incompletely disposed arterial complication. I 
have undertaken an enormous job. I will do as much of it as I can as well as I can for 
whatever good it can do, whatever value it can have. I have arranged for a permanent archive 
of all my records. ®his includes the poison I am seeking from the government. I have waived 
all personal privacy rights in the archive. But I will rise to defend my reputation if it 



is challnsged. 'Io date it has never been to my face. Only the kind of venom to which you 
and your colleagues have been subjected. To the degree it is possible for me to do it 
on paper I will correct this evil propaganda. 


Widespread as non— compliance is I have obtained enough to provide a basis. Shis is a 
sample. In time perhaps there will be more. The CIA has not yet complied with my requests 
for the records on me, from 1971 they have not complied. They have given me a few pages, 
less tnaii A had obtained elsewhere, and havo been sitting on an appeal far years. I hone 
to be able to sue all these authoritarians. 


^ ono of the K)IA suits I took the witness stand last year to tick off cases of 
P3I perjury. I was not cross examined on this. Ho agent Game to testify in his own defense. 

counsel as well as the A03A had a crack at eso ss-examining me and fj»wn; to try to 
puli soma of the stuff you’ve been subjected to. The AJ3SA pooped out on the cross examina- 
tion and the FBI lawyer remained silent. 

I will not accept official perjury if I can do nothing about the willingness of -fee 
courts to tolerate it. I also will not be intimindated by these people. The wrong they 
ao must be ended or the country is not safe. I fear the permanent harm to the nation from 
tae wrong that has taken most of ssy recent years. 



iJhether or not you respond I do ask that 
ycur files you keep a copy of this with it. If 
the ^hurch committee I would appreciate that. 


if you have such stuff as I have cited, in 
this can still be dons with the records of 


Sincerely, 


Harold Weisherg 



